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Getting to know trees in winter

Alder
Distinctive male catkins and female 
catkins that look like cones

Ash
There’s no mistaking the black buds!"#$%&
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Beech
Long scaled buds that reach a sharp 
point
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Elder
Opposite buds and corky bark
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Hawthorn
Buds emerge from same point as 
thorns
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Hazel
Distinctive catkins emerge early spring
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Holly
Well known tree with evergreen spiky 
leaves and red berries

Horse Chestnut
Very large, reddish sticky buds in 
opposite pairs

Oak
Buds at the end of the twig grow in 
a cluster

Silver Birch
Very light coloured, silvery bark

Sweet Chestnut
Large buds that each sit on a little 
‘shelf’

Willow
Buds erupt into soft, velvety flowers
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